
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT
Honors English - English Literature

Value: 150 pts
Due: First Day of Fall Semester, Monday, August 20, 2018

The 2018-19 Senior Honors English Summer Reading Assignment consists of a novel which is a pillar 
of 20th Century fiction because of its social and political content. It predicts a dire future for an 
unreconstructed mankind, and offers a vision for that the future that winds up looking much like 
our own world today. 

1984, George Orwell, 1949

In Orwell’s uncompromising look at life under totalitarian rule, Winston Smith works for the 
Ministry of Truth in a war ravaged London. He is able to disguise his disbelief in the Party—
until the day he does something so dangerous it may cost him his life: he falls in love. Even his 
mastery of doublespeak can't save him. This is a dark view of a future world whose political 
system is founded on the suppression of historical truth and whose totalitarianism is sustained 
by perpetual war. 

Close Reading Assignment

Use sticky notes in order to mark short quotes and longer passages in 1984 which seem to 
shed light on one or more of the following thematic questions: $

√ What is the proper relationship between the individual and the state? Should the state 
serve the interests of individuality? Or should the individual serve the interests of 
collectivism? 

√ Are personal relationships sacrosanct? Or are they, like everything else in the modern world, 
fair game for control and manipulation by the state? 

√ What is the role of war in the world? Does it advance civilization? Does it advance the 
modern state generally?

√ What is the relationship between language, education and political thinking? 
√ What is the importance of history? 
√ What is the meaning of the ending of each of the novels?  

Reading Log Assignment

Having completed the reading, return to your sticky notes and select what you think are the twelve 
to fifteen most important or interesting quotes from the novel. Then create a three-columned quote 
log in which the quote goes in the center, the context/transition sentence on the left, and three to 
five sentences of analytical commentary on the right (see example on back).  Keep in mind that you 
will be using your quote log to write your first take-home essay of the Senior year in English, which 
will be a practice research paper on the topic of totalitarianism, so the more thoughtful and 
thorough your log is, the better prepared you will be to write the essay. We will also have other 
supplimenary handouts for you to use when we return to school. 

Have a great reading summer!  


